
2018   
Induction Ceremony

Friday, October 5
Noon

Waller Baptist Church





Order of Program 
12:00pm  Prayer and Meal 

12:45pm  Welcome 
  Jim Phillips, Waller ISD Athletic Director 

12:50pm  Recognition of Inductees 
  John Isom, Master of Ceremonies 

  2018 Inductees
  William “Bill” Eplen, Class of 1960
  Frederick E. Carter, Class of 1980
  Carlen Charleston, Class of 1980
  Derry Harrison, Class of 1981
  Paulette Matthews, Class of 1981
  Jesse Bain, Class of 1983
  Katie Fuller, Class of 1983
  Billy Johnson, Class of 1987
  Richard Robertson, Class of 1987
  Ronnie Schmidt, Class of 1987
  Darrell Hawkins, Class of 1988
  Kimberley Parker, Class of 1988
  Valeria Whitf ield, Class of 1989

  Recognition of 2016 Inductee
  Larry Peil, Class of 1963



William “Bill” Eplen 
Class of 1960

William (Bill) Eplen, class 
of 1960, has not only proudly 
represented WHS as a successful 
student athlete in four varsity 
sports, but also served as 
principal of WHS from 1980-1990 
before f inishing his storied career 
in public education as a Waller 
ISD administrator.  

Bill earned varsity letters in 
football (three years), basketball (three years), tennis (three years), 
and track (two years). Among the many awards earned while at 
WHS, Bill was 1st Team All-District in football, basketball, and track as 
well as a District Champion in track and tennis. Moreover, he was a 
team captain of the District Champion football and basketball teams. 
Bill was just as successful in the classroom as he qualif ied for Honor 
Roll all four years at WHS. 

Upon graduation, Bill continued his athletic career with two 
very successful years as a basketball player at Blinn Junior College 
where he was also a pole vaulter on the 1962 Texas Junior College 
State Champion Track Team. He graduated from Sam Houston 
State University in 1964 and began a career in public education that 
spanned nearly four decades of service. When he retired, Bill was 
elected as Waller County Commissioner. He is married to Carol 
Chamberland Eplen. They are the proud parents of Rebecca, WHS 
class of 1987. The Eplens continue to reside and volunteer in the Waller 
community.



Frederick E. Carter 
Class of 1980

An All-Star athlete, Frederick Carter was 
smitten by the sports bug at an early age 
winning six blue ribbons in a citywide f ield day 
at age 8 in Boulder, Colorado. He repeated 
this feat in the f ifth grade at Waller Elementary 
School where he was the only athlete to win 
f ive blue ribbons in the school’s f ield day. 
In the sixth grade, his track career took off 
when he was recruited to run the 880-yard 
dash on the seventh-grade team. This turning 
point established his phenomenal record in the 
middle-distance event in the sixth, seventh, 
and eighth grade at Waller Junior High. Even 
more outstanding, he doubled as a sprinter 
who anchored the 440-yard relay and won 
district honors in the 220-yard dash. At age 
13, Frederick won the 220 in the Arco-Richf ield 
Jessie Owens Classic in Houston. Two years later he won second place in the 440-
yard dash at the Jessie Owens Classic held at the University of California Los Angeles. 
He was also a standout on both the 1980 state-qualifying mile relay and the 20-AA 
District Champion track team. As a sophomore, Frederick qualif ied for the state 
meet in the 880 and later earned a varsity letter. He also qualif ied for the regional 
AAU Track and Field in the 200-meter and 800-meter where he often traveled with 
Waller High School (WHS) shot put Hall of Famer Carlos Scott.

Adding to his stellar athletic track and f ield career, Frederick was quarterback of 
the 1975 undefeated Waller Bulldog eighth-grade football team. While quarterback 
of the Varsity Bulldogs, the team won the 1979 20-AA District Championship leading 
the team to the state AA quarterf inals. For his efforts, Frederick received All-District 
honors. He was similarly recognized as ‘Best Back.’ Further, he was an academic 
standout serving as a charter member of the National Junior Honor Society. At 
Howard University, he earned a letter in cross country and degree in political science.

Today, he is best known as ‘The Griot’ and ‘Cowboy’ host of the syndicated 
radio program “The Trail Ride” heard Saturdays on KPVU (noon-3 p.m. CDT) and 
Bluegrass Country (4-6 p.m. EST). The show incorporates roots music, culture, 
entertainment, food, history, and social awareness. Frederick brought Zydeco to the 
Washington, D.C. airwaves in 2000 via WPFW 89.3 FM, in 2004 via XM Satellite 
Radio, and in 2013 WAMU Bluegrass Country at 105.5 FM along with his signature 
line “Yeah Ya Right.”

Frederick is committed to public service, which complements his professional 
career. He is a member of the Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, an avid reader, horseman, 
and music lover. Daily he hikes a minimum of f ive miles with Velocity, his American 
Staffordshire terrier. He is married to native Houstonian Susan Carter. The Carters 
live in Washington, D.C. where they raised their three children.



Carlen Charleston 
Class of 1980

Carlen Charleston, class of 1980, was a 
three-year letterman in varsity football who 
also lettered in track during his junior and 
senior years at Waller High School (WHS). 
Carlen was named the football team’s 
Most Valuable Back in 1978. He earned the 
Bulldog Award and 1st Team All-District in 
1979. Carlen was also the 100-meter and 
200-meter District Champion in 1980.

Following his graduation from WHS, 
Carlen continued his education at North 
Texas State University (NTSU) where he 
was a four-year football letterman. While at NTSU, Carlen ranked 
sixth nationally in kickoff returns as a freshman and helped his 
team win the Southland Conference Championship in 1983.

Upon graduation from college, he joined the United States 
Marine Corps in 1985 and served our country as chief of 
operations during Operation Iraqi Freedom before retiring as a 
lieutenant colonel in 2005. Carlen continues to serve our country 
by inf luencing its future leaders as a senior JROTC instructor at 
Tomball Memorial High School.

Carlen and his college sweetheart, Melanie Charleston, are 
the proud parents of Caylah, Caisa, and Canaan, and the proud 
grandparents of Beckett.



Derry Harrison 
Class of 1981

Derry Harrison, class of 1981, is one 
of the most accomplished golfers Waller 
High School (WHS) has ever produced. 
A four-year varsity letterman, Derry 
was a regional qualif ier his freshman 
and sophomore years, District 
Champion and Regional Runner-Up 
as a junior in 1980, and won the State 
Championship as a senior in 1981.

After graduating from WHS, Derry 
continued his golf career and education at Temple Junior College 
(TJC) where he helped his team win a conference championship in 
1982. While at TJC, Derry earned All-Conference honors in 1982 
and 1983, All-Region honors in 1982, and competed in the NJCAA 
National Championship in 1982 and 1983. He had offers to play 
at Cameron State in Lawton, Oklahoma and Oklahoma City 
University, but chose to conclude playing competitive golf at Texas 
A&M University where he pursued an engineering degree. 

Derry and his wife Cindy reside in College Station and are the 
proud parents of Rusty (and wife Amanda), Randy, and Ricky.



Paulette Matthews
Class of 1981

Paulette Matthews 
Barnett, class of 1981, was 
an accomplished three-sport 
athlete in track (four letters), 
basketball (three letters), and 
volleyball (two letters) who 
was named Best All-Around 
Female Athlete and Most 
Valuable in track as a senior. 
Paulette’s 4x100-meter relay 
team won four consecutive 
State Championships and set 
a state record in 1981 with a 
time of 47:50 seconds. They 
continue to hold the Waller 
High School (WHS) record in the event today. Paulette was also a 
State Champion in the 800-meter relay. In addition to her success 
in track, Paulette excelled on the volleyball and basketball courts as 
she earned All-District honors in both sports.

Paulette attended Sam Houston State University where she ran 
track. She was awarded Most Outstanding Freshman.

Paulette has served as a Harris County Sheriff’s Deputy since 
1985. A former Prairie View City Council Member, she resides 
in Prairie View where she remains very involved in the Waller 
community as a member of the FFA Booster Club, Waller Lady 
Bulldogs Booster Club, and Women in Law Enforcement.

Paulette and her husband, Commissioner Jeron Barnett, are the 
proud parents of Jasmine (WHS class of 2017) and Jadan (WHS 
class of 2019).



Katie Fuller
Class of 1983

Katie Fuller Narcisse, class of 1983, 
was a four-year member of the 
Waller High School (WHS) track 
team. As a senior, she was named 
the Best All-Around Female Athlete 
and Most Valuable in track.

Among the many awards she earned as a Lady Bulldog, Katie 
won four consecutive District Championships in the 100-meter 
dash, 400-meter relay, and 800-meter relay. At the regional level, 
she placed 2nd in the 100 and was a member of the 1st-place 400 
relay team and 1st-place 800 relay team for four consecutive years. 
Anchored by Katie, the 400-relay team set a state record in 1981 
with a time of 47:50 seconds. Katie also ran the last leg for the 1981 
relay team that still holds the WHS record in the event. Finally, she 
competed at the State Track Meet for four consecutive years as a 
member of the 400 relay and 800 relay teams.

Katie holds an associate degree in business from Liberty 
University and also studied ministry at the University of Phoenix. 
She currently runs her own ministry called Born Again Ministry. She 
takes pride in helping women change their lives.

Katie and her husband Oran reside in Opelousas, Louisiana and 
are the proud parents of Laura, Troy, and Trent. They have eight 
amazing grandchildren with another on the way!



Jesse Bain 
Class of 1983 

Jesse Bain, class of 1983, was a 
four-year letterman in baseball who 
also earned three letters playing 
football for Waller High School 
(WHS) and was named the Best 
All-Around Male Athlete as a senior. 
In baseball, Jesse helped lead the 
Bulldogs to consecutive Co-District 
Championships in 1981 and 1982,  
was a three-time member of the 
All-District 1st Team, was named Athlete of the Month, and earned 
Most Valuable Player honors in 1983. 

On the football f ield, Jesse was a two-time member of the  
All-District 1st Team (1982-1983), named 1982 Outstanding 
Offensive Back, and 1983 Outstanding Defensive Back. Jesse helped 
lead the Bulldogs to three consecutive District Championships from 
1981-1983 and two Regional Championships in 1981 and 1983.

Jesse is married to Tammy Bain, class of 1984. The Bains reside in 
Waller and are the proud parents of Tyler, class of 2010, and proud 
grandparents of Rhealynn Kate and Oakleigh Rose.



Billy Johnson 
Class of 1987 

Billy Johnson, class of 1987, earned 
a number of athletic awards while 
representing Waller High School (WHS) 
in baseball, football, and track. A four-
year baseball letterman, he was the 
three-time 1st Team All-District catcher. 
Billy also earned 1st Team All-District 
free safety honors in football in 1986 
and 1987. In addition, he was named the 
Most Valuable Back of the Year in 1987.

Billy continued his baseball career 
at Tarleton State University (TSU) as a two-time All-Conference 
center f ielder who earned multiple Gold Gloves and led his team 
to three consecutive Conference Championships from 1989-1991. 
He still holds the TSU records for most grand slams in a season, 
most career triples, and is in the top 10 all-time for season batting 
average and home runs.

Billy resides and works in Waller. He has two daughters, Kelsey 
and Danni, and two grandchildren, Lexie and Wesley.



Ronnie Schmidt
Class of 1987

Ronnie Schmidt, class of 1987, 
was a three-sport letterman who 
represented the Bulldogs at the 
varsity level for three years in track, 
three years in cross country, and two 
years in basketball. As a member of 
the Bulldog basketball team, Ronnie 
earned All-District Honorable Mention 
in 1986 and 1st Team All-District in 1987. He was also a member of 
the mile relay team that qualif ied for the 1987 Regional Track Meet. 
Finally, Ronnie was named the Most Valuable Player of the cross 
country team as a senior.

After he graduated from college, Ronnie began his career in 
public education as a teacher and coach at Waller Junior High. 
After spending the next several years teaching and coaching at 
Waller High School, he accepted a position as the head basketball 
coach at East Bernard High School in 2001. Ronnie resides in East 
Bernard and remains involved in teaching and coaching in East 
Bernard ISD.

Ronnie and his wife April are proud parents to Aliska and 
husband Chance, Trey, and Andrew and grandparents to Bane. 



Richard Robertson 
Class of 1987

Richard Robertson, class of 1987, remains 
one of Waller High School’s (WHS) most 
accomplished baseball players. A four-year 
starter on the Bulldog baseball team, he 
earned 1st Team All-District honors in 1985, 
1986, and 1987. Richard was also named the 
Most Valuable Player in 1987. In addition to 
his contributions on the baseball f ield, Richard 
also played varsity football during his junior 
and senior years. As a senior, he was named 
1st Team All-District punter. Finally, Richard was named Best All-
Around Male Athlete in 1987.

Upon graduation from WHS, Richard continued his studies and 
baseball career at Lamar University his freshman year, San Jacinto 
Junior College his sophomore year, and Texas A&M University 
(TAMU) his junior year. During his f inal year at TAMU, Richard 
earned All-Southwest Conference and All-American honors. 
Following his time at TAMU, Richard played professional baseball 
with the Pittsburgh Pirates, Minnesota Twins, and Anaheim Angels.

Richard and his wife Karla reside in Magnolia and are the proud 
parents of Savannah and Caden.



Darrell Hawkins 
Class of 1988

Darrell Hawkins, class of 1988, remains 
one of Waller High School’s (WHS) most 
accomplished basketball players. A four-
year letterman, he also earned varsity 
letters in baseball (two years), track 
(two years), and football (one year). 
Among Darrell’s numerous recognitions 
in basketball, he was named Newcomer 
of the Year in 1985 and earned 1st Team 
All-District honors all four years at WHS. 
He was named District Most Valuable Player in 1986, 1987, and 1988 
and led the Bulldogs to three consecutive District Championships. As a 
senior, Darrell earned 2nd Team All-State honors, was a f inalist for the 
Class 4A Player of the Year, and was named a McDonald’s All-American 
Honorable Mention.

Darrell continued his basketball career as a four-year letterman at the 
University of Arkansas (UA). While there, his team won four consecutive 
conference championships (two in the Southwest Conference and two 
in the Southeastern Conference [SEC]), qualif ied for four consecutive 
NCAA tournaments, played in the Sweet 16 twice, Elite Eight once, and 
Final Four once. Darrell led the SEC in free throw percentages and was 
named 2nd Team All-SEC. He still shares the record for steals (eight) in 
a NCAA tournament game with former NBA player Grant Hill. Upon 
graduation from UA, Darrell played professional basketball in Europe and 
China.

After retiring from professional basketball, he returned to the Waller 
community to become an assistant basketball coach and then the head 
basketball coach at Prairie View A&M University. Darrell’s coaching 
career continued as an assistant coach at the University of Houston 
before he accepted a position as North Forest ISD head basketball coach 
and athletic director. Darrell is now the head basketball coach at Paetow 
High School in Katy ISD.

Darrell and his wife Nina live in Richmond, Texas. They are the proud 
parents of Hunter, Zoey, and Addison.



Kimberley  Parker
Class of 1988

Kimberley Parker Easley, class 
of 1988, was a three-sport star in 
basketball (three letters), volleyball 
(two letters), and track (two letters) 
who was named Best All-Around 
Female Athlete as a senior. Successful 
in the classroom as well, Kim was the 
salutatorian of the class of 1988 and 
served as President of the Fellowship of 
Christian Athletes.

Kim earned 1st Team All-District honors in volleyball in 1987 
and 1988 and 1st Team All-District in basketball in 1988. She also 
qualif ied for the State Track Meet in shot put in 1987.

Kim graduated from Texas A&M University in 1992 and is 
the business manager at the Texas A&M Engineering Extension 
Service, Emergency Services Training Institute. 

Kim and her husband John reside in Bryan and are the proud 
parents of Jared and Jesse.



Valeria Whitf ield 
Class of 1989

Valeria Whitf ield-Dunn, class of 
1989, is one of the most celebrated 
athletes Waller High School (WHS) 
has ever produced. A four-year 
varsity member of both the Bulldog 
volleyball and basketball teams, 
Valeria was named Best All-Around 
Female Athlete her senior year.

In volleyball, Valeria was named 
1st Team All-District three times and 
District Most Valuable Player twice. In 
addition, she was selected to the All-Region team and All-State team and 
competed in the Whataburger All-Star Game. 

In basketball, Valeria was named 1st Team All-District four-times and 
District Most Valuable Player twice. She was named to the All-Region 
Team, All-Greater Houston Team, and was selected as an alternate in 
the All-Star Game.

Upon graduating from WHS, she enrolled at the University of Texas 
at Arlington (UTA) where she earned three letters in volleyball. As 
a three-time member of the All-Southland Conference Team, Valeria 
continued to help UTA win two Southland Conference Championships in 
1990 and 1992. She was named the Southland Conference Tournament 
Most Valuable Player both years. Valeria also led her team to two NCAA 
Tournament appearances and earned 1st Team All-Region in 1990 and 
1992. In recognition of her many accomplishments, she was inducted into 
the UTA Hall of Honor in 2014.

Valeria and her husband Lester reside in Harvey, Louisiana and 
regularly volunteer to help the homeless in the area. She is currently the 
President of the Louisiana Volleyball Coaches Association and has served 
as the Dean of Students and Head Volleyball Coach at the Louise S. 
McGehee School in New Orleans since 2000.



Larry Peil 
Class of 1963

Larry Peil, class of 1963, played and lettered 
in several sports while attending Waller 
High School (WHS). He earned varsity 
letters in football (four years), basketball 
(four years), track (four years), and tennis 
(two years). Among the many honors 
earned on the football f ield, Larry received 
All-District honors in 1962 and 1963 as well 
as Honorable Mention All-State in 1963. As 
a tri-captain in 1963, Larry led the Bulldogs 
to become the f irst football team in WHS 
history to make it to the state quarterf inals. 

In addition to his accolades on the football f ield, Larry competed at the 
regional track meet in 1962 and was named District Champion in tennis 
doubles later that same year. Aside from his commitment to athletics, he 
was a member of the band for 6 years (seventh-12th grade) and served 
as the WHS class president for three consecutive years (10th-12th grade).

Upon graduation from WHS, Larry continued playing football for four 
years at Sam Houston State University (SHSU) and helped the Bearkats 
capture a Lone Star Conference Title as well as the 1964 NAIA Football 
National Championship.

After graduating from SHSU in 1968, he was hired as a teacher and 
coach at Arnold Junior High in Cypress-Fairbanks ISD (CFISD) by Ken 
Pridgeon (who started his own coaching career in Waller in 1956). Larry 
was promoted to teach math and coach at Cy-Fair High School the 
next year. Larry retired from CFISD in 2013 after 45 years of service as 
teacher/coach (nine years), high school assistant principal (two years), 
assistant athletic director (25 years), and athletic director (9 years). He is 
a lifetime member of the Texas High School Coaches Association. During 
his tenure in public education, Larry also served the Texas High School 
Athletic Directors Association as treasurer, vice president, and president. 
In 2007, he was inducted into the Athletic Directors Hall of Honor.

Larry’s wife Charlotte is also an educator who taught for 35 years in 
CFISD. They are the proud parents of Jennifer and Tiffany, both of whom 
continue their family’s legacy as teachers in CFISD. Larry and Charlotte 
have two grandchildren, Carsyn and Cade.



Thank you: 
Jim and Diane Phillips

Nekisha Durham 
Brad Compton 

John Isom 
Diana Jones

Donna and Bryan Lowe
Eric Meldahl
Mike Miller

Trish Moellers
Kevin Moran 
Billy Perry 
Kim Seiley  

Stephanie Fletcher
WHS Cheerleading

WHS Senior Athletes
WISD Athlete Hall of Fame Committee

WISD Community Outreach
WISD Technology

Ichiban Trophy
JK Graphics -Tomball Print & Copy

Spring Creek Barbeque



Congratulations  
2018 Athletics Hall  
of Fame Inductees:

William “Bill” Eplen, Class of 1960

Frederick E. Carter, Class of 1980

Carlen Charleston, Class of 1980

Derry Harrison, Class of 1981

Paulette Matthews, Class of 1981

Jesse Bain, Class of 1983

Katie Fuller, Class of 1983

Billy Johnson, Class of 1987

Richard Robertson, Class of 1987

Ronnie Schmidt, Class of 1987

Darrell Hawkins, Class of 1988

Kimberley Parker, Class of 1988

Valeria Whitf ield, Class of 1989



WALLER HIGH 
SCHOOL SONG

 

WALLER HIGH FOREVER, 

THAT IS OUR NAME. 

NEVER, NO NEVER,

SHALL WE LOSE OUR FAME.

RAH! RAH! RAH!

SO WE CHEER FOREVER, 

ON TO VICTORY. 

FOR WE ARE BOUND TOGETHER

TO ETERNITY.


